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SOVIET YOUTH 
AS REFLECTED IN A PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY 


A recent public-opinion survey has provided the readers of the 
Soviet youth organ Komsomolskaya Pravda with a fresh picture of the 
attitudes of the younger generation toward life and work in the Soviet 
Union, Questionnaires were submitted not only to young people but 
also to leading public figures, who were asked what they thought of thé 
young generation. 


Many observers noted a disdainful attitude toward manual labor 
among today's Soviet youth, and others, including the Soviet Minister 
of Defense, Rodion Y. Malinovsky, accused youth of wanting an easy 
life. A trend toward materialism wap reflected in many of the 
questionnaires, 


Materialism appears to be prevalent not only in urban centers 
but in the Virgin Lands and in the ranks of the Communist labor brigades -- 
gathering points, supposedly, of idealistic youth workers. 


Another attitude, objectionable to the Soviet leaders, is the 
imitation by many young people of fads and fashions originating in the 
West. The interest in the Western culture is so great that many Soviet 
youths are only too willing to leave the USSR for the West. 


Particularly susceptible to Western influences are the sons and 
daughters of the Soviet intelligentsia. They are charged with wielding 
a harmful influence on the rest of the youth. 


Concerned with the quality and attitudes of youth in future Com- 
munist society, the Central Committee is working out a new program 
of Communization. Judging by the fate of earlier measures, it, too, 
will be unsuccessful. . 


Other attitudes of present-day Soviet youth include apathy, 
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No. 28, 1960/61 


SOVIET YOUTH 
AS REFLECTED IN A PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY 


“What do you think of your generation?" This was the theme of 
a recent public opinion survey cf Soviet youth, conducted by the Institute 
of Public Opinion, in which both Soviet young people themselves and 
selected public figures were questioned. Judging by the answers 
mblished, which appeared in Komsomolskaya Pravda on January 1! 
and 26, February 24, and March 16, 1951, the attitude of the Soviet 
youth to most problems of everyday life is far from satisfactory. 


There is, first of all, a disdainful attitude toward manual labor. 
Despite the 1258 reform of the Soviet educational system, aimed at 
instilling in youth a taste for manual labor, Soviet youth has a negative 
attitude toward such work (Komsomolskaya Pravda, March 16, 1961). 
In the same issue people's artist of the USSR V. N. Pashennaya 
writes of the "frightening split" of Soviet youth into three categories: 
enthusiasts, parasites, and those with no interest in life. Pashennaya 
praises the enthusiasts and then goes on to write: 


... I detest parasites -- the dregs cf our sccisty, 
who do not deserve to be called a "generation." 
Between these two sharply differing layers there is 
a further "layer," which cannot be ignored: here 
Iam referring to those young persons who have 
lost interest in life (ibid. ). 


Minister of Defense of the USSR, Rodicn Y. Malinovsky, accuses youth 
of wanting an easy life: 


An easy-going attitude toward life is more prevalent 
than other vices -- a striving to pass along it, as 
along 2 road covered only with flowers. This takes 
the form of disdain for work, of a parasitical way of 
life by some young persons, and of a tendency to drink 
(ibid). 
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Many of the answers published bear witness to a desire for easy 
money arnong the Soviet youth. A nineteen-year-old girl student from 
Moscow, who combines gptudies at an Institute with work in industry, 

writes: 


Earlier, when I did not know life well, I had an aim, 
I strove to learn. I finished the tenth grade, new I 
am studying at an institute. But now all my "pure" 
dreams have come down to one thing -- money. 

Money is everything: luxury, wellbeing, love, and 
happiness. If you have money, you have friends and 
comrades (Komsomolskaya Pravda, January 26, 1961). 


Many of the answers published refer to the Communist labor 
brigades and the development of the Virgin Lands as examples of the work 
done by young persons. However, neither of these movements is as 
exemplary as appears at first glance. Izvestia (March 15, 1961) relates 
how a member of a Communist labor brigade of chauffeurs demanded 

an exorbitant sum from a doctor who was being driven to a patient. The 
chauffeur answered the doctor's appeals to his conscience as follows: 
"You love blood and we love money ... Let your patient wait." The 
doctor wrote in Izvestia: 


What a strange, completely hostile feeling took 
possession of me from this monstrous scene. Nothing 
interested these persons except money. For an hour 
we argued, begged... in vain... How is it thata 
profitter, a self-seeker, is competing for the right 

to be called a Communist labor shock-worker ? 


Other features of present-day Soviet youth are a lack of initiative, 
lack of interest in social work, apathy, a lack of collective feeling, 
skepticism, and nihilism. One girl Komsomol member wrote from 
Moscow: 


Iam 19 years old, but I have so much apathy and 
indifference toward everything about me, that adults 
can only wonder and say: "So young and already 
bored with everything -- what will you be like at 30?" 
Yet, however surprising, it is a fact -- life is not 
very interesting. This is not only my opinion, it is 
also that of my friends (Komsomolskaya Pravda, 
January 26, 1961). 
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A twerty-four-year old economist from Lugansk suggested that 
indifference was the most typical feature of Soviet youth today (ibid. ). . 
Academician V. A, Ambartsumyan accused youth of lacking a col- 
lective feeling (Komsomolskaya Pravda, March 16, 1961). People's 
artist N. P. Akimov accused youth of nihilism, and people's artist 
V. N. Pashennaya pointed to the prevalence of a "militant" skepticism 
among youth: 


One is unpleasantly impressed with the empty, cold 
eyes which look with scorn on the world. A person is 
not yet twenty, yet he is already tired of life, he is 
wiser than a centenarian, nothing can surprise or 
please him. He is afraid to show his feelings, shows off 
his skepticism, covering himself with phrases about 
the 'mad rhythm ofthe century" (ibid. ). 


One of the worst'sins of Soviet youth is interest in the West. One 
young soldier writes on this subject: 


My comrades, in their efforts to reach the heights 
in comparison with Western dandies, at times go to 
impossible lengths. Stylish Texan blue jeans, a loud 
tie, and coarse witticisms prevent them from seeing 
the genuine esthetics of things and characters. It 
must be said, to one's great shame, that this is at 
times furthered by our art, in particular the motion 
pictures (Komsomolskaya Pravda, January 26, 1961). 


An interesting satire on the extent to which Soviet youth will go in 
an effort to imitate the West is found in a story published in a recent issue 
of the magazine Yunost(Youth). A’ Komsomol secretary ''traveled abroad 
with a tourist pass and brought back a stupid smile. Earlier he did not 
have such a smile. Now he would smile for days. He even smiled at Kom- 
somol meetings" (No.1,1961). Many Soviet youths are only too willing to 
flee abroad, particularly the sons of the highly-paid intelligentsia and 
bureaucracy. The Soviet press is now compelled to publish long articles 
dissuading young persons from fleeing abroad. Izvestia of January 19, 
1961, contained one article entitled ''To Hell and Back." It related the 
unbelievable horrors awaiting young persons who decide to flee abroad. 
According to it, refugees spend months in prison, are interrogated for 
days on end, and then thrown into the street. In the end they have no 
alternative but to return home. 


Many persons who have analyzed the character of the younger Soviet 
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generation: have pointed out the exisiei:ce in the Soviet Union of a young 
elite, a privileged casie, which has developed along bourgeois lines and 
has a negative infiuence on the rest of the Soviet Youth: 
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Part of the younger generaticn has been sub- 
ject to bourgeois influence, particularly from among 
the highiy-paid intelligentsia. li is this section of the 
youth which produces most idlers, drunkards, hoo- 
ligans, zoot-suiters, and so on, which has a harm- 
ful influence on the rest of the youth (Komsomolskaya 
Pravda, March 16, 1961). 


Soviet youth insists on the right to its own world outlook--an outlook 
which has nothing in common with Marxism-Leninism. Even in the 4rmed 
forces,. young officers openly speak of the "outdated" views of the senior 
officers and insist on the right to their own views. The writer of an article, 
"A Dangerous Delusion," in Krasnaya Zvezda cf March 4, 1961, states: 


I will not be exaggerating when I say that some 
young lieutenants known to me reject combat training 
and regard those with such experience as the advo- 
cates of something old and long outdated....Chatter 
about a special 'world outlook" of the young, about 
their own modern views is complete nonsense... . It 
leads to nothing except harm to our common cause. 


The Soviet experts consulted on the means of removing the ''sins" 
of youth did not mention the need for increased study of Marxism-Leninism. 
The Party Central Committee is presently engaged in working out a new 
series of measures to be applied to the younger generation. Judging by the 
fate of earlier official measures, it is fairly certain that these, too, will 
be unsuccessful. Soviet youth as a whole does not obey the authorities. It 
has rejected the stereotyped pattern of the Communist thought and behavior 
and proclaimed the right to act and think as it feels ftit--clear danger toa 
society based on the supposedly fixed, immutable principles of Marxism- 
Leninism. 
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